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Bioethics Courses 
Spring 2015 

November 2014 
 

Required Courses: 
BIE 702: Biomedical Research Ethics 
A historical and conceptual survey of ethics and policy issues in biomedical research. Emphasis will be 
placed on research involving human subjects; translational research, including oversight of novel 
biotechnologies; and the ethical implications of research design and funding decisions.  Topics will 
include the regulatory structure of research and proposals for reform; genomics and biospecimen 
research; and the relationship between medical research and medical treatment. Students will be 
required to take any 2 of the following 3 courses: Clinical Ethics, Biomedical Research Ethics, and Public 
Policy, Medicine, and Justice. 
Ana Iltis 
3 credits 
Tribble, Rm. A 307 (Reynolda Campus) 
Mondays, 6:30 – 9:00pm 
 
BIE 704: Public Policy, Medicine & Justice  
An examination of the organization of medicine and biomedical science in the United States today. The 
relationships between scientific and medical institutions and the implementation of public policies will 
be critically analyzed in light of the requirements of the principle of justice. Topics will include conflicts 
of interest, broadly understood, within and between institutional and professional actors; the regulation 
of medical practice; access to health care; and the balance between the public good and market forces. 
Students will be required to take any 2 of the following 3 courses: Clinical Ethics, Biomedical Research 
Ethics, and Public Policy, Medicine, and Justice. 
Nancy King 
3 credits 
525@Vine, Rm. 3131 (Downtown Campus) 
Wednesdays, 6:00 - 8:30pm 
 
BIE 792: Thesis Research (1-6) - Various 
Research directed toward fulfilling the thesis requirement.  May be undertaken at any time, but full-time 
students are encouraged to begin thesis planning in the spring and complete the thesis during the 
summer term or the fall semester following completion of all course work. 
 

Electives Courses: 
 
BIE 722: Research/Independent Study (1-3) – Various 
Students may work with a faculty member on a project of mutual interest. May be repeated for credit. 
 
BIE 725:  Health Law and Policy 
This course examines the public policy and legal dimensions of the financing and regulation of health 
care delivery.  Its focus is on how medical institutions (hospitals, insurers, HMOs) are structured and 
regulated, and how these institutions relate to their physicians and patients. A broad range of legal 
topics is covered, including health insurance, antitrust, regulation, corporate law, and tax law.  The 
dominant theme is how law shapes and responds to the rapid economic and structural changes that are 
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taking place in the health care sector.  This year, the course will focus especially on the federal health 
care reform law enacted in 2010.This course is cross listed as LAW 525. 
Mark Hall 
2 or 3 credits 
Worrell Professional Center, Rm. TBA (Reynolda Campus) 
Tuesday, 4:00-6:00pm 
 
BIE 727: Performable Case Studies in Bioethics  
Students will develop a bioethics case study and present it as a dramatic reading with audience 
discussion at semester’s end. From an initial prompt (e.g. subject matter, situation, incident) and 
associated readings, the work will be implemented in three phases of approximately equal length: 1) 
discussion and analysis of the prompt and readings; 2) student presentations of additional research, 
either individually or in teams, and concomitant discussion and analysis, from ethical, social, legal, and 
policy perspectives; and 3) script (case) development during in-class writing sessions. The overarching 
goal is to exploit the unique ability of dramatic art to engage complex, multifaceted issues in ways that 
are neither nebulous nor propagandistic, and to highlight the relationship between process, close 
analysis, art and scholarship in bioethics.  
Richard Robeson 
3 credits 
Thursdays, 6:30-9:00pm 
525@Vine, Rm. 3131 (Downtown Campus) 
 
BIE 731: Bioethics at Work:  The IRB  
This course provides students with the opportunity to experience and understand human research 
oversight by attending Institutional Review Board (IRB) meetings, reviewing submitted protocols, and 
considering the ethical issues arising therein. Students assigned to a single IRB for a single semester will 
receive one credit.  They will attend monthly meetings, meet periodically with course faculty and staff, 
and meet with IRB senior staff at the beginning and end of the semester. Students are also required to 
maintain and submit a journal of commentary on meetings and protocols and the ethical issues arising 
therein, and an end-of-semester paper. Initial enrollment will be in the spring semester, concurrent with 
enrollment in BIE 702: Biomedical Research Ethics.  Additional credits may be earned by students who 
attend the meetings of more than one IRB or who continue attendance during the summer terms and/or 
in the fall semester. Enrollment in BIE 702: Biomedical Research Ethics is required. Course requires 
permission of instructor.  
Nancy King, Diane Behar, Ana Iltis 
1-3 credits 
 
BIE 733: Bioethics at Work: The Clinical Context 
This course provides students with the opportunity to experience and understand clinical ethics 
activities in the academic medical center setting, through attendance at Clinical Ethics Committee and 
Subcommittee meetings and other ethics-related events. Students will attend meetings of the WFUBMC 
Clinical Ethics Committee, the Consultation, Policy, and Organizational Ethics Subcommittees, and 
educational sessions organized by the Education Subcommittee. Monthly 2-hour meetings with faculty 
will explore the application of bioethics theory to cases, topics, and issues encountered in clinical 
settings. Students may also be able to attend ethics consultations by arrangement. Prerequisite: BIE 705: 
Clinical Ethics. Course requires permission of instructor. 
John Moskop 
1 credit  
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BIE 739:  Neuroethics  
This course introduces students to basic philosophical and ethical issues in neuroethics.  In this course, 
we explore two branches of neuroethics:  the ethics of neuroscience and the neuroscience of ethics.  
The ethics of neuroscience investigates the ethical implications of the application of neurotechnology 
for individuals and society, and the neuroscience of ethics attempts to answer traditional ethical 
questions through neuroscience.  In the first half of the course, we study issues related to the ethics of 
neuroscience such as brain privacy (mind reading), brain manipulation, and cognitive enhancement, and 
in the second half we review contemporary neuroscientific results bearing on ethical issues like personal 
identity, free will, and the nature of normative judgments.  This course is cross listed in the Divinity 
School. 
Kevin Jung 
3 credits 
Tuesday, 3:30- 6:00p, 
Wingate, Rm. 301A (Reynolda Campus) 


